
2020 MSHA Conference - Friday Session Descriptions: 

 
Session Title: “Dyslexia and DLD: A Language-Based Literacy Model for Interprofessional Practice” 

Presenter(s): Julie Wolter 
 
Description: Reading is specific to the processing of language, and as such, language abilities are closely related to how 
students of all abilities develop literacy. A deep understanding of a language-based literacy model can guide assessment 
and intervention for school-age children with language and/or literacy deficits. In schools screening and assessment, 
language-based models such as the Simple View of Reading (Gough & Tunmer,1986) may be used to help identify reader 
subgroups including those with dyslexia, developmental language disorder, and/or poor reading comprehension. The 
current presentation will review best current screening and early identification practices for language and literacy. 
Related language and literacy deficits can then be addressed by SLPs, literacy specialists, and teachers alike using 
evidence-based multilinguistic instruction and intervention approaches. 
 
Learning Outcomes:  

Participants will be able to: 

● Define the key components of Simple View of Reading 
● Demonstrate best methods for screening and early identification of language literacy deficits 
● Show multilinguistic intervention for school-age students with dyslexia, DLD, poor 

comprehension. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Session Title: “Dyslexia: From Identification to Instructions” 

Presenter(s): Danielle Thompson 

Description: This virtual session will discuss the core elements of the dyslexia to inform SLPs’ work with school-age 
children and adolescents with dyslexia. The speaker will highlight theoretical frameworks and current research that 

speak to the acquisition of reading, the diagnosis of dyslexia, and the instructional supports. 

Learning Outcomes: 

Participants will be able to: 

● Describe reading development frameworks and discuss how reading development and difficulties can be useful 
in supporting diagnostic and instructional decisions 

● Describe the characteristics of dyslexia and how they occur along a continuum 
● Explain the importance of early identification and how best to screen and intervene 
● Describe the protective and risk-factors associated with dyslexia 
● Describe structured literacy and its components.  

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Session Title: “Hearing and SLP TIMS Software” 

 
Presenter(s): Donna Bohler 
 
Description: Join Donna for an overview of how Practice Management Software can simplify your day-to-day clinical 
duties while allowing you to perform precise in-house marketing! We then will follow-up with reporting solutions to 
determine the success of your patients and practice goals, how to use data mining to find additional marketing 
opportunities, patient interaction specifics, and detailed appointment frequency/type information.  
Learning Outcomes: 

Learners will be able to:  
● Describe the benefits of Practice Management Software and what it can do to simplify office duties and create 

more patient interactions 

● Identify pain points of managing and marketing your clinic, no matter the size 
● Explain how paperless patient file maintenance can save you time and money, relieving the pressure of in-office 

marketing with elegant and customizable opportunity tracking 

● Discuss marketing options, timesaving patient communications, tracking of warranties, and constant contact of 
prior customers for follow-up 

● Detail techniques TIMS uses to connect with customers and target opportunities for repeat or new sales 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Session Title: “Audiologist Roundtable” 

Presenter(s): Crystal Dvorak 
 
Description: Audiologists will have a dynamic discussion on obstacles as well as tips on current practice management 
situations occurring across Montana. Participants will discuss how MSHA could support their needs in the diverse 
practice settings, educational opportunities, etc.  
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 

● Participants will discuss tips for helping patients with hearing loss in virtual and in-person learning settings in 
light of COVID-19 and masks. 

● Participants will discuss potential effects and obstacles of reimbursement cuts from Medicare for MT patients.  
● Participants will identify 3 ways MSHA could support their practice management. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


